
 

Report on the Guest Lecture  
“BUILDING RESEARCH SKILLS THROUGH PROJECT 

WORK” 

Organized by Department of Mathematics  

 
Day & Date:  Wednesday 15.07.2026  

Venue:  Webinar Hall  

Time:  2:30PM - 4.15PM 

PARTICIPANTS:  Students of I I B.Sc Honours Mathemat ics  

                                            II  B.Sc Honours Computer Science(A &B) and  

                                            III B.Sc Honours Mathemat ics  

RESOURCE PERSON: Dr.Rama Vara Prasad Chavali,  

                                   Associate Professor, Dept . of Civil Engineer ing,  

            VR Siddhartha School o f Engineer ing,  

               Siddhartha Academy o f Higher Educat ion-Deemed to be Universit y  

               Kanuru, Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh-520007.  
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OBJECTIVE: The object ive of t he guest  lecture was to  create awareness 

among undergraduate students about  the importance of pro ject  work, guide 

them on complet ing pro ject  reports within the st ipulated  t ime, and demonstrate 

how project  work serves as a foundat ion for develop ing research skills and 

pursuing future research act ivit ies.  

 

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS 
 

The Department  of Mathemat ics,  SDMSMK, organized a guest  lecture on 

"Building Research Ski lls Through Project Work"  on 15 July 2026  for the 

undergraduate students.  The programme aimed to equip students with essent ial 

research skills  and familiar ize them with the process of undertaking 

meaningful pro ject  work. The session featured Dr. Rama Vara Prasad 

Chavali ,  Associate Professor, Department of Civil Engineering, Siddhartha 

Academy of Higher Education(Deemed to be University) ,  a dist inguished 

academician and researcher,  as the Resource Person.  

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE FOR GUEST LECTURE 

S.NO PROGRAMME PARTICULARS  TIME 

1 Welcoming the guests on to  the Dias  2.30PM-2.35PM 

2 Prayer Song  2.35PM-2.40PM 

3 Address by Pr incipal  2.40PM-2.45PM 

4 Introducing the Resource Person  2.45PM-2.50PM 

5 Session by Resource Person 2.50PM-4.10PM 

6 Vote of Thanks  4.10PM-4.15PM 



 

WELCOMING THE GUEST 
 

 

 

PRAYER SONG BY THE STUDENTS 

 

 
 



 
 

BIO-DATA OF RESOURCE PERSON 
 

  Dr. Chavali Rama Vara Prasad is an Associate Professor in the 

Department  of Civil Engineer ing at  Siddhartha Academy o f Higher 

Educat ion, Vijayawada.  

  He earned his Ph.D. in Civil Engineer ing from the Nat ional Inst itute of 

Techno logy (NIT) Warangal and his M.Tech in Geotechnical Engineer ing 

from NIT Hamirpur.   

  He further st rengthened his research profile through a two -year Post -

Doctoral fellowship at  the Université du Québec à Chicout imi,  Canada .  

  Dr. Rama Vara Prasad 's research int erests include environmental 

geotechnics,  ground improvement ,  geoenvironmental engineer ing,  

sustainable construct ion mater ia ls,  and geotechnical hazard assessm ent .  

  He has published several high- impact  research papers in reputed 

int ernat ional journals,  including Engineer ing Geo logy, Internat ional 

Journal o f Geomechanics,  Natural Hazards,  and Soils and Foundat ions.  

  He has successfully mentored three doctoral scho lars dur ing post -doc, 

supervised several postgraduate dissertat ions,  and has been supervis ing 

2 Ph.D. scho lars at  SAHE.  

  He has also served as an internat ional Ph.D. thesis evaluator for 

Canadian universit y -  UQAC and is current ly an Editor ial Board Member 

of the Spr inger Nature journal Discover Civil Engineer ing.  

   In add it ion to  his academic and research contr ibut ions,  Dr.  Rama Vara 

Prasad has delivered several invited lectures and keynote talks at  

nat ional conferences and Facu lty Development  Programmes on topics 

related to  geotechnical engineer ing, sustainable infrast ructure,  and 

disaster resilience.  

  He has also been act ively invo lved in consult ancy pro jects for major 

t ransportat ion and infrast ructure developments and serves as a reviewer  

for several reputed internat ional journals.  

 



 

 
 

PRINCIPAL OPENING MARKS  

 
The programme commenced with a welcome address,  fo llowed by the inaugural 

remarks o f the Pr incipal,  Dr.  P.  V. Durgavathi.  In her address,  she emphasized 

that  project  work is not  mere ly a course requ irement  but  a systemat ic process 

invo lving observat ion, analysis,  quest ionnaire design, invest igat ion,  

int erpretat ion of result s,  and the generat ion o f new knowledge. She encouraged 

students to  cult ivate research apt itude and develop analyt ical and problem -

so lving skills through pro ject -based learning.  

 



SESSION BY RESOURCE PERSON 

 
The Resource Person, Dr. Rama Vara Prasad Chavali ,  delivered an insight fu l 

and interact ive lecture highlight ing the importance of project  work during 

students' short -term and long-term internship programmes. He explained how 

project  work acts as a br idge between classroom learning and research by 

enabling students to ident ify real-wor ld problems, co llect  and analyze data,  

and present  meaningfu l conclusions.  He also discussed the purpose o f research 

projects and mot ivated students to  adopt  a research -or iented approach in t heir  

academic journey.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Key points covered 
 

Dur ing the session, he introduced several Art ific ial Intelligence tools,  

inc luding ChatGPT ,  and demonstrated how they can be used responsibly for  

lit erature search, idea generat ion, report draft ing, and improving academic 

writ ing. He a lso shared the THINK  princip le for the ethical use of informat ion:  

  T – Trustworthy  

  H – Helpful  

  I – Insightful  

  N – Necessary  



  K – Known 

He explained that  students should ensure the informat ion they use sat isfies 

these pr inciples before incorporat ing it  into their pro ject  reports.  Furthermore,  

he illust rated the var ious stages of project  work using a pyramid chart ,  c lear ly 

explaining the progression from ident ifying a research problem to prepar ing a 

qualit y pro ject  report.  

 

 

 

 



CONCLUSION: 

 
The guest  lecture proved to be highly informat ive and beneficia l for the 

students.  It  enhanced their understand ing of pro ject -based learning, research 

methodology, ethical use o f AI tools,  and effect ive pro ject  report preparat ion.  

The programme inspired students to  develop a research-or iented mindset  and 

mot ivated them to undertake qualit y research pro jects,  thereby laying a st rong 

foundat ion for their future academic and professional pursuits.  

 

FELICITATION TO RESOURCE PERSON  

As a token of appreciat ion, the Department  of Mathemat ics felic itated Dr. 

Rama Vara Prasad Chavali  for his valuable contr ibut ion and inspir ing 

session.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FEEDBACK FROM STUDENTS 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

MEDIA COVERAGE OF THE PROGRAMME 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 

ATTENDANCE SHEET 
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