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Report on the Guest Lecture
“BUILDING RESEARCH SKILLS THROUGH PROJECT
WORK”
Organized by Department of Mathematics

Day & Date: Wednesday 15.07.2026
Venue: Webinar Hall
Time: 2:30PM - 4.15PM

PARTICIPANTS: Students of II B.Sc Honours Mathematics
IT B.Sc Honours Computer Science(A &B) and

IIT B.Sc Honours Mathematics
RESOURCE PERSON: Dr.Rama Vara Prasad Chavali,
Associate Professor, Dept. of Civil Engineering,
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Siddhartha Academy of Higher Education-Deemed to be University
Kanuru, Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh-520007.
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An IQAC Initiative
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

Cordially invites you to attend the
GUEST LECTURE
On
“BUILDING RESEARCH SKILLS THROUGH PROJECT WORK"
By

Resource Person
Dr.Rama Vara Prasad Chavali,
Associate Professor,
Department of Civil Enginecring,
VR Siddhartha School of Engincering,
Siddhartha Academy of Higher Education-Deemed to be University

Kanuru, Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh-520007.

Wednesday, 15" July, 2026 at 2.30PM
Venue: Webinar Hall, SDMSMK.
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PROGRAMME SCHEDULE FOR GUEST LECTURE
S.NO PROGRAMME PARTICULARS TIME
1 Welcoming the guests on to the Dias 2.30PM-2.35PM
2 Prayer Song 2.35PM-2.40PM
3 Address by Principal 2.40PM-2.45PM
4 Introducing the Resource Person 2.45PM-2.50PM
5 Session by Resource Person 2.50PM-4.10PM
6 Vote of Thanks 4.10PM-4.15PM

OBJECTIVE: The objective of the guest lecture was to create awareness

among undergraduate students about the importance of project work, guide
them on completing project reports within the stipulated time, and demonstrate
how project work serves as a foundation for developing research skills and

pursuing future research activities.

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS

The Department of Mathematics, SDMSMK, organized a guest lecture on
"Building Research Skills Through Project Work" on 15 July 2026 for the
undergraduate students. The programme aimed to equip students with essential
research skills and familiarize them with the process of undertaking
meaningful project work. The session featured Dr. Rama Vara Prasad
Chavali, Associate Professor, Department of Civil Engineering, Siddhartha
Academy of Higher Education(Deemed to be University), a distinguished

academician and researcher, as the Resource Person.




WELCOMING THE GUEST

PRAYER SONG BY THE STUDENTS
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BIO-DATA OF RESOURCE PERSON

Dr. Chavali Rama Vara Prasad is an Associate Professor in the
Department of Civil Engineering at Siddhartha Academy of Higher
Education, Vijayawada.

He earned his Ph.D. in Civil Engineering from the National Institute of
Technology (NIT) Warangal and his M.Tech in Geotechnical Engineering
from NIT Hamirpur.

He further strengthened his research profile through a two-year Post-
Doctoral fellowship at the Université du Québec a Chicoutimi, Canada.
Dr. Rama Vara Prasad's research interests include environmental
geotechnics, ground improvement, geoenvironmental engineering,
sustainable construction materials, and geotechnical hazard assessment.
He has published several high-impact research papers in reputed
international journals, including Engineering Geology, International
Journal of Geomechanics, Natural Hazards, and Soils and Foundations.

He has successfully mentored three doctoral scholars during post-doc,
supervised several postgraduate dissertations, and has been supervising
2 Ph.D. scholars at SAHE.

He has also served as an international Ph.D. thesis evaluator for
Canadian university - UQAC and is currently an Editorial Board Member
of the Springer Nature journal Discover Civil Engineering.

In addition to his academic and research contributions, Dr. Rama Vara
Prasad has delivered several invited lectures and keynote talks at
national conferences and Faculty Development Programmes on topics
related to geotechnical engineering, sustainable infrastructure, and
disaster resilience.

He has also been actively involved in consultancy projects for major
transportation and infrastructure developments and serves as a reviewer
for several reputed international journals.




PRINCIPAL OPENING MARKS

The programme commenced with a welcome address, followed by the inaugural
remarks of the Principal, Dr. P. V. Durgavathi. In her address, she emphasized
that project work is not merely a course requirement but a systematic process
involving observation, analysis, questionnaire design, investigation,
interpretation of results, and the generation of new knowledge. She encouraged
students to cultivate research aptitude and develop analytical and problem-

solving skills through project-based learning.




SESSION BY RESOURCE PERSON

The Resource Person, Dr. Rama Vara Prasad Chavali, delivered an insightful
and interactive lecture highlighting the importance of project work during
students' short-term and long-term internship programmes. He explained how
project work acts as a bridge between classroom learning and research by
enabling students to identify real-world problems, collect and analyze data,
and present meaningful conclusions. He also discussed the purpose of research
projects and motivated students to adopt a research-oriented approach in their

academic journey.




Key points covered

During the session, he introduced several Artificial Intelligence tools,
including ChatGPT, and demonstrated how they can be used responsibly for
literature search, idea generation, report drafting, and improving academic
writing. He also shared the THINK principle for the ethical use of information:

e T - Trustworthy

e H - Helpful

e I - Insightful

e N - Necessary




¢ K- Known
He explained that students should ensure the information they use satisfies
these principles before incorporating it into their project reports. Furthermore,
he illustrated the various stages of project work using a pyramid chart, clearly
explaining the progression from identifying a research problem to preparing a

quality project report.




CONCLUSION:

The guest lecture proved to be highly informative and beneficial for the
students. It enhanced their understanding of project-based learning, research
methodology, ethical use of Al tools, and effective project report preparation.
The programme inspired students to develop a research-oriented mindset and
motivated them to undertake quality research projects, thereby laying a strong

foundation for their future academic and professional pursuits.

FELICITATION TO RESOURCE PERSON

As a token of appreciation, the Department of Mathematics felicitated Dr.
Rama Vara Prasad Chavali for his valuable contribution and inspiring

session.




FEEDBACK FROM STUDENTS

Choose Your Class IO copy chart

60 responses

@ |l B.Sc Mathematics

@ || B.Sc Computer Science-A
Il B.Sc Computer Science-B

@ Il B.Sc Mathematics

How would you rate the overall quality of today's guest lecture? IQ Copy chart
Rate from 1(Fair) to 5(Excellent).

60 responses

Average rating (4.27)

1 2 3 4 5

30

20 (48.3%)

20 23 (38.3%)

2 (3.3%) 1(1.7%) 5 (8.3%)

1 2

How useful was the session in improving your understanding of project-based
research and report writing?

60 responses

@ Very Useful
@ Useful
Somewhat Useful




||_:| Copy chart
Did the resource person explain the concepts in a clear and understandable

manner?

60 responses

30

23 (38.3%)

20 21 (35%)

10

10 (16.7%)

How confident do you feel about undertaking a project-based research study
after attending this guest lecture?

60 responses

@ Very Confident
@ Confident
Somewhat Confident

MEDIA COVERAGE OF THE PROGRAMME
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ATTENDANCE SHEET
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