
 

 

Report on the Five-Day Faculty Orientation Programme (FOP) :  

“Contemporary Trends in Higher Education: Research Impact, 

Digital Tools and Effective Pedagogy”  

 

Date & Day:  16.06.2026(Tuesday) to 20.06.2026 (Saturday)  

Venue:  Webinar Hall  

Time:  10:00AM-12.00PM 

INVITATION: 

 



 

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE: 

 

DATE TOPIC RESOURCE PERSON 

16.06.2026 

TUESDAY 

Empowering 

Research with 

Stat ist ics and Data 

Science 

Dr.Murali Konid ina  

Associate Professor,   

Department  of Stat ist ics  

Sr i Venkateswara Universit y,  

Tirupathi.  

17.06.2026 

WEDNESDAY 

Empowering 

Educators through AI 

Tools and 

Techno logies  

Dr.Abdul Ahad   

Professor  

Department  of AIML 

Anurag Universit y,  Hyderabad.  

18.06.2026  

THURSDAY 

Contemporary 

Innovat ive Teaching 

Pract ices for 

Educators 

Dr.Sowjanya Vuddant i  

Sr.Assistant  Professor 

Department  of AI & DS  

LBRCE, Mylavaram, AP  

19.06.2026  

FRIDAY 

Posit ive Learning 

Environment  in t he 

classrooms 

Dr.Ramesh Bhaviset t i   

Assistant  Professor,  

Rayapat i Venkata Ranga Rao COE,  

Guntur,  Andhra Pradesh.                    

20.06.2026  

SATURDAY 

Research Skill for 

Academic Growth: 

Improving Citat ions 

and Research Indexes  

Dr.  Mohammed Ali Hussain  

Professor,  Dept .of CSE ,Dean R & D,  

And Dr.D.Deepthi Reddy 

Associate Professor,IT Department  

Sreenidhi inst itute of S&T,Hyderabad.  

 

OBJECTIVE: Enhancing the pro fessional competencies o f faculty members 

by equipping them with the latest  advancements in research, techno logy -

enabled teaching, innovat ive pedagogical pract ices,  and academic 

development .  The programme aimed to foster a culture of cont inuous learning, 

improve teaching effect iveness,  st rengthen research capabilit ies,  and empower 

educators to  meet  the evo lving demands of higher educat ion.  



PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS  

The Internal Qualit y Assurance Cell (IQAC) of SDMSMK  organized a Five-

Day Facult y Orientat ion Programme (FOP) on the theme "Contemporary 

Trends in Higher Educat ion: Research Impact ,  Digital Tools and Effect ive 

Pedagogy" which was held from 16.06.2026 to 20.06.2026.  

 

ADDRESSING BY THE IQAC CO-ORDINATOR:  

The programme commenced with a we lcome address by the IQAC Coordinator, 

who highlighted the significance of faculty or ientat ion programmes in 

promoting academic excellence and life long professional development .  The 

Coordinator emphasized that  such programmes provide a valuable plat form for  

faculty members to update their knowledge, acquire new skills,  and adopt 

contemporary teaching and research pract ices.   

 

 

 

SESSION BY THE RESOURCE PERSONS: 

On 16.06.2026: 

The first  session of the Five-Day Faculty Orientation Programme was delivered by 

Dr.Murali Konidina on the topic "Empowering Research with Statistics and Data 

Science." The session provided valuable insights into the significance of statistics in 

academic research and emphasized how statistical methods contribute to producing 



reliable, valid, and meaningful research outcomes. The resource person began by 

explaining the beauty of Statistics, highlighting its indispensable role in organizing, 

analyzing, interpreting, and presenting data for evidence-based decision-making. He 

elaborated on the importance of statistics in every stage of the research process and 

explained how it enables researchers to draw meaningful conclusions from collected 

data.He discussed the role of statistics in research by distinguishing between 

descriptive statistics and analytical (inferential) statistics. He explained that 

descriptive statistics summarize and present data effectively through measures such 

as averages, percentages, tables, and graphs, while analytical or inferential statistics 

help researchers draw conclusions, test hypotheses, and make predictions about a 

larger population based on sample data. The session also covered the types of data, 

namely qualitative and quantitative data, along with their characteristics and 

applications in different research studies. Further, he highlighted the importance of 

identifying the limitations of a research study, explaining that acknowledging 

limitations enhances the transparency, credibility, and scope for future research.  

            The session was highly informative and enabled the faculty members to 

gain a better understanding of the role of statistics in research methodology, data 

analysis, and scholarly writing. 

 

 



 

On 17.06.2026: 

The second day o f the Five -Day Faculty Orientat ion Programme featured an 

online technical session by Dr.Abdul Ahad on the topic “Empowering 

Educators through AI Tools and Techno logies. ” The session introduced facult y 

members to  the rapidly evo lving fie ld o f Art ific ial Intelligence (AI) and its  

growing significance in higher educat ion.  The resource person began with an 

introduct ion to  Art ificia l Intelligence (AI) and Machine Learning, fo llowed by 

a discussion on the ro le o f AI in Educat ion and why AI mat ters for educators 

in enhancing teaching, learning, research, and academic product ivity.  The 

session covered a wide range o f AI applicat ions and tools,  including AI tools 

across different  educat ional and professional vert icals,  AI chat  and research 

tools,  AI image and video generat ion tools,  AI presentat ion and design tools,  

AI writ ing and content  creat ion tools,  and AI vo ice and audio tools.  These tools 

were demonstrated as valuable resources for improving inst ruct ional design, 

content  development ,  research, and communicat ion.  Further,  he introduced the 

concept  of Edge AI,  explaining it s  relevance in modern comput ing 

environments.  The session also highlighted the differences between Cloud AI  

and Edge AI, discussed the challenges associated with Edge AI, and concluded 

with an overview of AI  for the Internet  of Things (IoT) and its emerging 

applicat ions.  



       The session was highly informat ive and provided facult y members with an 

overview o f contemporary AI techno logies and the ir potent ial to  t ransform 

teaching, research, and academic pract ices in higher educat ion.  

 

           

 

           



            

 

On 18.06.2026: 

The third day o f the Five-Day Faculty Orientat ion Programme featured a hands -

on t raining session conducted by Dr.Sowjanya Vuddant i on the topic 

"Contemporary Innovat ive Teaching Pract ices for Educators." The session 

focused on equipping faculty members with modern pedagogical approaches 

and techno logy-enabled teaching st rategies to enhance student  learning 

exper iences.  The resource person began by discussing different  ped agogical 

techniques,  highlight ing the t ransit ion from tradit ional to  modern teaching 

pract ices.  The session covered the evo lut ion o f teaching, the significance o f 

contemporary teaching pract ices,  and the importance o f techno logy  int egrat ion 

in educat ion to create engaging and effect ive learning  environments.  She also  

introduced var ious learner-centered inst ruct ional approaches,  including 

blended learning, flipped classroom models,  act ivity -based learning,  

co llaborat ive learning, and inclusive learning, emph asiz ing their role in 

promoting act ive part icipat ion, cr it ical thinking, and student  engagement .  The 

session concluded with ins ights into the future o f teaching and life long 

learning, encouraging faculty members to cont inuously update their teaching 



methodologies in response to evo lving educat ional needs.  As part  of the 

pract ical component ,  the resource person provided hands -on t raining on digital 

teaching too ls such as Padlet ,  an interact ive digit al co llaborat ive board, and 

Gamma App for creat ing AI -powered presentat ions and inst ruct ional content .  

Faculty members act ively part icipated in  the act ivit ies and gained pract ical 

exper ience in using these tools to  design interact ive and engaging learning 

exper iences.  

            The session was highly interact ive and enabled the part icipants to 

explore innovat ive pedagogica l techniques and digital tools that  can be 

effect ively integrated into classroom teaching and learning.  

 

 

 



 

 

 



On 19.06.2026: 

The fourth day o f the Five-Day Facu lty Orientat ion Programme featured an 

ins ight ful session by Dr.Ramesh Bhavisett i  on the topic "Posit ive Learning 

Environment  in the Classrooms." The session emphasized the importance o f 

foster ing a healthy, support ive,  a nd student -centered classroom environment  

that  promotes effect ive learning and overall well -being.  The resource person 

began by discussing psycho logical behaviour in the classroom and its influence 

on students' learning, engagement ,  and academic performanc e. The sessio n 

highlighted eight  st rategies for creat ing a posit ive learning environment  using 

the acronym POSITIVE, namely Pat ience,  Open-mindedness,  Self-awareness,  

Inspir ing Mot ivat ion, Thoughtful Communicat ion, Inquiry,  Values o f Empathy,  

and Emotional Regulat ion and Resilience.  He also emphasized that  quest ions 

are the gateway to knowledge, encouraging educators to  cult ivate cur ios ity and 

cr it ical think ing among students through meaningful classroom int eract ions.  

The speaker further illust rated that  teachers should live like a t ree,  symbolizing 

qualit ies such as pat ience, selfless service,  cont inuous growth, and providing 

support  to  learners.  The session concluded with the inspir ing message o f 

"Happy Minds, Happy People,  Happy Classrooms," reinforcing t he idea that  a 

posit ive mindset  and empathet ic teaching approach contr ibute significant ly to 

creat ing an engaging, inclus ive,  and joyful learning environment .  

          The session was thought -provoking and mot ivated faculty members to 

reflect  on their teaching pract ices and adopt  st rategies that  promote posit ive 

relat ionships,  emot ional well-being, and effect ive learning in t he classroom.  

 



 

 

 



On 20.06.2026: 

The fift h and final day o f the Five -Day Faculty Orientat ion Programme 

featured two online technical sessions de livered by dist inguished resource 

persons,  Dr.  Mohammed Ali Hussain  and Dr.D.Deepthi Reddy, focusing on 

research excellence, academic publishing,  and research funding 

opportunit ies.  

             In the first  session, Dr.  Mohammed Ali Hussain  delivered a lecture on 

"Research Skills for Academic Growth: Improving Citat ions and Research 

Indexes." The session covered important  aspects of academic publi shing 

excellence, st rategies and best  pract ices for scho lar ly publishing, and 

navigat ing the journey from manuscr ipt  preparat ion to achieving global 

research impact .  The resource person also expla ined why journal select ion 

mat ters,  how to ident ify qualit y journals,  understanding journal impact  factors,  

and effect ive st rategies to  enhance citat ion impact ,  enabling faculty members 

to  strengthen the qualit y and vis ibilit y o f their research publicat ions.  

             The second session was conducted by Dr.D.Deepthi Reddy, who 

provided valuable insights into research funding opportunit ies and proposal 

development .  The session covered research funding agencies,  the key 

requirements o f funding agencies,  understanding the reviewers ' perspect ive,  

the research compliance framework, and the use o f digital tools and Art ific ial 

Intelligence (AI) for research funding. The speaker highlighted the importance 

of prepar ing high-qualit y research proposals that  align with funding agency 

expectat ions and emphasized the role of digital techno logies in support ing 

grant  wr it ing and research management .  

                       

               Both sessions were highly informat ive and provided faculty 

members with pract ical knowledge on enhancing research qua lit y,  increasing 

academic impact ,  and explor ing funding opportunit ies to  support  innovat ive 

research init iat ives.  

 

 

 

 



        

     



OUTCOME: 

The Five-Day Faculty Orientat ion Programme significant ly enhanced the 

part icipants ' understanding o f contemporary t rends in higher educat ion, 

research methodo logies,  digital techno logies,  and innovat ive pedagogical 

pract ices.   

         The programme concluded with the dist r ibut ion of Faculty Orientat ion 

Programme cert ificates to all t he part icipants by the IQAC Coordinator,  who 

appreciated the enthusiast ic part icipat ion of the faculty members throughout  

the five-day programme. The programme ended on a posit ive note with a 

renewed commitment  among the faculty members towards cont inuous 

learning, research excellence, and effect ive teaching pract ices.  

 

 

 



 

 

FEEDBACK FROM THE FACULTY:  

The part icipants were encouraged to act ively engage in a ll t he sessions,  

int eract  with the resource persons,  and make the best  use o f this learning 

opportunity.  The IQAC Coordinator expressed confidence that  the expert ise 

and exper ience shared by the dist inguished resource persons would enr ich the 

faculty members with new perspect ives,  pract ical ins ights,  and innovat ive 

approaches that  could be effect ively implemented in their teaching, research,  

and academic responsibilit ies.  
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